
Civil Rights Crusader From Arkansas:
Margaret Walker Alexander's Enduring Legacy
in African American History
In the annals of the American Civil Rights Movement, countless names
stand out as beacons of courage and resilience. Among them is Margaret
Walker Alexander, an extraordinary woman from Arkansas whose
unwavering commitment to justice and equality left an indelible mark on
history. From her early days as a brilliant scholar to her pivotal role in the
fight for civil rights, Alexander's life was a testament to the indomitable spirit
of those who dared to challenge the status quo.

Early Life and Education

Margaret Walker was born on July 7, 1915, in Birmingham, Alabama. Her
parents, Samuel Walker and Dora Arrington, instilled in her a deep
appreciation for education and a strong sense of social justice. At the age
of two, her family relocated to Little Rock, Arkansas, where she spent the
majority of her childhood.
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Alexander's exceptional intellect was evident from a young age. She
excelled in her studies, graduating as valedictorian from Dunbar High
School in 1933. Despite the pervasive racism of the time, she was admitted
to Northwestern University on a scholarship. There, she majored in English
and history, graduating with honors in 1937.

Literary Career

After graduating from college, Alexander returned to Arkansas and began
her career as a writer and educator. She published her first book of poetry,
"For My People," in 1942. The collection, which celebrated the resilience of
African Americans in the face of adversity, received critical acclaim and
established Alexander as a rising star in the literary world.

In 1949, Alexander published her critically acclaimed novel, "Jubilee." Set
against the backdrop of the American Civil War, the novel tells the story of
Vyry, an enslaved woman who fights for her freedom and her family's
survival. "Jubilee" was a groundbreaking work that brought the experiences
of African Americans during slavery to life for a wider audience.

Civil Rights Activism

Alexander's passion for social justice was deeply intertwined with her
literary career. In the 1940s and 1950s, she became actively involved in the
Civil Rights Movement. She joined the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC),and played a vital role in organizing
protests and voter registration drives.
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In 1957, Alexander was one of the nine black students who enrolled at Little
Rock Central High School in the wake of the landmark Supreme Court
ruling Brown v. Board of Education. She faced intense opposition and
harassment from white mobs and segregationists, but remained steadfast
in her commitment to desegregation.

Later Years and Legacy

After the Civil Rights Movement, Alexander continued to work for social
justice and equality. She taught at Jackson State University in Mississippi
and the University of Maryland, Eastern Shore. She also served as a
member of the board of trustees of the National Humanities Center and the
National Council of the Arts.

Margaret Walker Alexander passed away on November 22, 1993, at the
age of 78. Her legacy as a civil rights crusader and literary icon continues
to inspire generations of activists and scholars. Her work remains a
powerful reminder of the transformative power of courage, determination,
and the pursuit of equality for all.

Impact on African American History

Margaret Walker Alexander's contributions to African American history are
immeasurable. Through her writings and activism, she illuminated the
experiences of black Americans during slavery and the Civil Rights era.
She gave voice to the voiceless and challenged the prevailing notions of
race and inequality.

Alexander's work continues to be studied and celebrated by scholars and
students alike. Her novel "Jubilee" is widely considered to be a classic of



African American literature, and her poetry remains a powerful expression
of black identity and resilience.

Beyond her literary achievements, Alexander's legacy as a civil rights
activist is equally enduring. She was a fearless advocate for equality, and
her participation in the Little Rock Nine was a pivotal moment in the
struggle for desegregation.

Margaret Walker Alexander was a trailblazing figure whose life and work
left an unforgettable mark on American history. As a brilliant writer, a
tireless civil rights crusader, and an inspiration to countless others, she
exemplified the indomitable spirit of those who strive for a more just and
equitable world. Her legacy serves as a constant reminder that the fight for
equality is an ongoing journey, and that the voices of the marginalized must
never be silenced.
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