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Kimberla Lawson Roby's Here and Now is a compelling novel that explores
the complexities of love, loss, and the power of second chances. Set
against the backdrop of a vibrant Atlanta community, the story follows the
intertwined lives of several characters as they navigate the joys and
heartbreaks of life.

At the heart of the novel is the relationship between Maya and Marcus.
Maya is a successful businesswoman who has always put her career first.
Marcus is a single father who is struggling to make ends meet. Despite
their different backgrounds, Maya and Marcus find themselves drawn to
each other. However, their relationship is tested by a series of challenges,
including Maya's demanding job and Marcus's financial struggles.
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In addition to Maya and Marcus, the novel also follows the lives of several
other characters, including Maya's best friend, Nikki; Marcus's father,
Walter; and Walter's girlfriend, Brenda. Each of these characters has their
own unique story to tell, and their lives intersect in unexpected ways.

Here and Now is a well-written and engaging novel that will appeal to
readers of all ages. Roby's characters are complex and believable, and the
story is both heartwarming and heartbreaking. Here and Now is a must-
read for anyone who enjoys a good love story.

Character Analysis

Maya

Maya is a successful businesswoman who has always put her career first.
She is intelligent, ambitious, and driven. However, Maya is also lonely and
渴望s a deeper connection with someone. She finds that connection with
Marcus, but their relationship is tested by a series of challenges.

Marcus

Marcus is a single father who is struggling to make ends meet. He is a
good man who loves his daughter, but he is also proud and independent.
Marcus is hesitant to let Maya into his life, but he eventually falls in love
with her. However, their relationship is tested by Marcus's financial
struggles.

Nikki

Nikki is Maya's best friend. She is a single mother who is trying to raise her
son the best she can. Nikki is a strong and independent woman, but she is



also struggling with her own personal demons. She finds solace in her
friendship with Maya.

Walter

Walter is Marcus's father. He is a retired police officer who is struggling with
dementia. Walter is a kind and loving man, but he is also forgetful and
confused. He relies on his girlfriend, Brenda, to help him with his daily life.

Brenda

Brenda is Walter's girlfriend. She is a kind and compassionate woman who
loves Walter unconditionally. Brenda is patient with Walter's dementia, and
she does everything she can to make his life easier. She is a true friend to
both Walter and Marcus.

Themes

Here and Now explores a number of important themes, including love, loss,
and second chances. The novel shows how love can conquer all obstacles,
even the most difficult ones. It also shows how loss can be a catalyst for
growth and change. And it shows how second chances can give people the
opportunity to make a new start.

Love is a powerful force in the novel. It is the force that brings Maya and
Marcus together, and it is the force that keeps them together through thick
and thin. Love is also the force that helps Nikki to overcome her personal
demons, and it is the force that helps Walter to cope with his dementia.

Loss is also a major theme in the novel. Maya loses her mother early in the
story, and Marcus loses his wife. These losses are devastating for both
characters, but they also help them to grow and change. Maya learns to



appreciate the fragility of life, and Marcus learns to open up his heart to
love again.

Second chances are another important theme in the novel. Maya gets a
second chance at love with Marcus, and Marcus gets a second chance at
happiness with her. Nikki gets a second chance to be a good mother, and
Walter gets a second chance to find love and companionship. Second
chances are not always easy, but they can be life-changing.

Here and Now is a well-written and engaging novel that will appeal to
readers of all ages. Roby's characters are complex and believable, and the
story is both heartwarming and heartbreaking. Here and Now is a must-
read for anyone who enjoys a good love story.
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