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John Lewis, the late civil rights icon and lifelong champion of justice, was a
staunch advocate for the rights of Native American communities.
Throughout his illustrious career, Lewis tirelessly fought for tribal
sovereignty, economic empowerment, and social justice for Native
Americans. His unwavering commitment to Indian Country left an enduring
legacy that continues to inspire those working towards equality and justice
for all.

Understanding Indian Country:

Indian Country refers to the lands and territories within the United States
that are home to Native American tribes. These lands are governed by
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tribal governments and are subject to unique laws and treaties. Historically,
Native American communities have faced significant challenges, including
land dispossession, cultural assimilation, and economic disparities.

John Lewis's Early Advocacy:

Lewis's advocacy for Native American rights began in the early 1960s
during the civil rights movement. As a young activist, he witnessed firsthand
the struggles faced by Native Americans and became increasingly aware of
the need for their voices to be heard.

In 1965, Lewis participated in the Selma to Montgomery marches, a pivotal
moment in the civil rights movement. During the march, Lewis met Viola
Liuzzo, a white civil rights worker who had been shot and killed by Ku Klux
Klan members. Liuzzo's death had a profound impact on Lewis, and he
dedicated himself to fighting for justice for all marginalized communities,
including Native Americans.

Support for Tribal Sovereignty:

Throughout his career, Lewis recognized the importance of tribal
sovereignty—the right of Native American tribes to govern themselves and
make decisions about their own lands and resources. He believed that
tribal sovereignty was essential for preserving Native American cultures
and traditions.

In 1976, Lewis introduced the Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act, which aimed to empower Native American tribes to manage
their own affairs and provide essential services to their communities. The
act marked a significant step towards recognizing and respecting tribal
sovereignty.



Economic Empowerment:

Lewis also advocated for economic empowerment for Native American
communities. He recognized that economic disparities were a major barrier
to self-determination and social justice. He worked to create opportunities
for Native Americans to participate in the economy and earn a sustainable
livelihood.

In 1993, Lewis co-founded the Native American Business Development
Center Program, which provides technical assistance and financial support
to Native American entrepreneurs. The program has helped countless
Native American businesses succeed and has played a vital role in
economic development efforts in Indian Country.

Addressing Social Justice Issues:

Lewis understood that justice for Native American communities extended
beyond economic empowerment and tribal sovereignty. He also advocated
for addressing social justice issues, such as healthcare, education, and
housing, that disproportionately affected Native Americans.

Lewis worked to increase access to healthcare for Native Americans and
supported efforts to improve education outcomes in Indian Country. He also
spoke out against violence and discrimination faced by Native American
women.

A Legacy of Justice:

John Lewis's unwavering commitment to Native American rights left an
enduring legacy that continues to inspire activists and policymakers today.
His advocacy for tribal sovereignty, economic empowerment, and social
justice paved the way for significant progress in Indian Country.



Lewis's life and work remind us of the importance of standing up for the
rights of all marginalized communities. His legacy serves as a beacon of
hope and a testament to the transformative power of justice and equality.

:

John Lewis was a true champion of justice who dedicated his life to fighting
for the rights of all Americans, including Native Americans. His unwavering
commitment to Indian Country left a lasting impact on the lives of countless
Native Americans and helped shape a more just and equitable society for
all.

Let us honor Lewis's legacy by continuing his fight for justice and equality
for Native American communities and all those who face oppression and
discrimination.
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