
Out of the Earth: A Journey Through Military
Science Fiction
Military science fiction (sci-fi) is a subgenre of science fiction that focuses
on the military aspects of future warfare. It often explores the impact of new
technologies and weapons on society and the individual. Military sci-fi can
be either hard or soft, depending on how realistic it is. Hard military sci-fi is
based on real-world science and technology, while soft military sci-fi is
more speculative and imaginative.

Some of the most popular military sci-fi books and movies include:
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Starship Troopers by Robert A. Heinlein

The Forever War by Joe Haldeman
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Armor by John Steakley

Old Man's War by John Scalzi

The Expanse by James S.A. Corey

Battlestar Galactica

Star Wars

Stargate

Military sci-fi can be a great way to learn about the future of warfare and
the potential impact of new technologies. It can also be a lot of fun! If you're
a fan of science fiction, then you should definitely check out some military
sci-fi.

The History of Military Science Fiction

Military science fiction has its roots in the early days of science fiction itself.
In the late 19th century, writers such as H.G. Wells and Jules Verne began
to write stories about future wars and the impact of new technologies on
warfare. These stories were often highly patriotic and optimistic about the
future of humanity.

In the early 20th century, military sci-fi began to take on a more realistic
and critical tone. Writers such as Robert A. Heinlein and Isaac Asimov
began to explore the dark side of future warfare, including the potential for
nuclear war and the rise of totalitarian regimes.

After World War II, military sci-fi continued to grow in popularity. The Cold
War and the threat of nuclear annihilation led to a new wave of military sci-fi
stories that explored the potential consequences of nuclear war. Writers



such as Nevil Shute and Pat Frank wrote chilling novels about the
aftermath of a nuclear war.

In the 1960s and 1970s, military sci-fi began to take on a more optimistic
tone. The Vietnam War and the anti-war movement led to a new wave of
military sci-fi stories that questioned the morality of war and the role of the
military in society. Writers such as Joe Haldeman and Orson Scott Card
wrote novels that explored the psychological and emotional toll of war on
soldiers.

In the 1980s and 1990s, military sci-fi continued to evolve. The rise of new
technologies, such as the internet and artificial intelligence, led to a new
wave of military sci-fi stories that explored the potential impact of these
technologies on warfare. Writers such as William Gibson and Neal
Stephenson wrote novels that explored the potential for cyber warfare and
the rise of artificial intelligence as a weapon of war.

In the 21st century, military sci-fi continues to be a popular subgenre of
science fiction. The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have led to a new wave of
military sci-fi stories that explore the challenges of fighting wars in the
modern world. Writers such as Phil Klay and Kevin Powers have written
novels that offer a realistic and unflinching look at the lives of soldiers in
combat.

The Impact of Military Science Fiction

Military science fiction has had a significant impact on the way that we think
about future warfare. It has helped us to understand the potential benefits
and dangers of new technologies, and it has raised important questions
about the morality of war and the role of the military in society.



Military science fiction has also been a source of inspiration for real-world
military planners. For example, the U.S. military has used some of the
ideas from military sci-fi to develop new weapons and technologies, such
as the Predator drone.

The Future of Military Science Fiction

Military science fiction is a vibrant and ever-changing subgenre of science
fiction. It is constantly evolving to reflect the changing world around us. As
new technologies emerge and new challenges arise, military sci-fi will
continue to be a valuable tool for exploring the future of warfare and the
role of the military in society.
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