
The Jewish Prosecutor Who Brought
Eichmann And Auschwitz To Trial
In the aftermath of World War II, the world was reeling from the horrors of
the Holocaust. Millions of Jews had been murdered by the Nazis, and the
survivors were left to pick up the pieces of their shattered lives.
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One of the most important figures in the fight for justice for the victims of
the Holocaust was a Jewish prosecutor named Gideon Hausner. Hausner
was born in Poland in 1915, and he immigrated to Palestine in 1933. He
studied law at the University of London, and then returned to Palestine to
work as a prosecutor.

In 1960, Hausner was appointed to lead the prosecution team in the trial of
Adolf Eichmann, one of the architects of the Holocaust. Eichmann had
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been captured by Israeli agents in Argentina in 1960, and his trial was one
of the most important events in the history of international law.

Hausner's prosecution team faced a number of challenges. Eichmann
denied any wrongng, and his defense team argued that he was simply
following orders. Hausner and his team had to prove that Eichmann was
personally responsible for the deaths of millions of Jews.

Hausner's legal strategy was brilliant. He presented a mountain of evidence
against Eichmann, and he called a number of witnesses who testified about
the horrors of the Holocaust. Hausner also used Eichmann's own words
against him, reading from his diaries and letters in which Eichmann
boasted about his role in the genocide.

After a six-month trial, Eichmann was found guilty of war crimes and crimes
against humanity. He was sentenced to death and hanged in 1962.

The Eichmann trial was a watershed moment in the history of international
law. It was the first time that a head of state had been tried for war crimes,
and it established the principle that individuals could be held accountable
for their actions, even if they were following orders.

Hausner's work did not end with the Eichmann trial. He went on to
prosecute other Nazi war criminals, and he played a key role in the
establishment of the International Criminal Court.

Gideon Hausner died in 1990, but his legacy lives on. He is remembered
as one of the most important figures in the fight for justice for the victims of
the Holocaust, and his work has helped to shape the way that we think
about international law.



Hausner's Legal Strategies

Hausner's legal strategies were brilliant, and they played a key role in his
success in prosecuting Nazi war criminals. Here are some of the most
important strategies that he used:

Hausner presented a mountain of evidence against the
defendants. He used eyewitness testimony, documentary evidence,
and even the defendants' own words to prove their guilt.

Hausner called a number of witnesses who testified about the
horrors of the Holocaust. These witnesses included survivors of
concentration camps, as well as experts on the Nazi genocide.

Hausner used the defendants' own words against them. He read
from their diaries and letters, in which they boasted about their role in
the genocide.

Hausner argued that the defendants were personally responsible
for their actions. He rejected the defense argument that they were
simply following orders.

Hausner's legal strategies were successful because they were based on a
solid foundation of evidence. He was able to prove that the defendants
were guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity, and he held them
accountable for their actions.

The Impact of Hausner's Work on International Law

Hausner's work had a profound impact on international law. The Eichmann
trial was the first time that a head of state had been tried for war crimes,



and it established the principle that individuals could be held accountable
for their actions, even if they were following orders.

Hausner's work also helped to shape the development of the International
Criminal Court. The ICC is a permanent, independent court that is
responsible for prosecuting individuals for war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide.

The ICC is a vital tool for ensuring that those who commit the most heinous
crimes are held accountable for their actions. It is a testament to Hausner's
legacy that the ICC is now a reality.

Gideon Hausner was a brilliant prosecutor and a tireless advocate for
justice. His work helped to bring Nazi war criminals to justice, and it had a
profound impact on international law. Hausner's legacy will continue to
inspire generations to come.
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