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Thailand, with its pristine beaches, secluded islands, and vibrant culture, is
a tropical paradise that beckons travelers from around the world. The
Rough Guide to Thailand's Beaches and Islands is the essential companion
for anyone planning an unforgettable journey through this enchanting land.
This comprehensive travel guide provides expert advice, insider tips, and
stunning photography to help you discover the best beaches, explore
hidden coves, and immerse yourself in the local culture.

Chapter 1: The Andaman Coast

The Andaman Coast, with its white-sand beaches, crystal-clear waters, and
jungle-clad mountains, is the epitome of tropical paradise. The Rough
Guide takes you on a journey through this breathtaking region, from the
bustling beaches of Phuket to the secluded coves of Koh Lanta. You'll
discover the best snorkeling and diving spots, learn about local traditions,
and find hidden gems that only the locals know about.

Chapter 2: The Gulf of Thailand

The Gulf of Thailand offers a contrasting landscape of pristine beaches,
tranquil islands, and vibrant coastal towns. From the lively beaches of
Pattaya to the serene shores of Koh Samui, The Rough Guide provides
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expert advice and insider tips to help you create the perfect itinerary. You'll
find recommendations for the best hotels, restaurants, and attractions, as
well as practical information on transportation, visa requirements, and local
customs.

Chapter 3: Koh Samui and Koh Phangan

Koh Samui and Koh Phangan are two of Thailand's most popular islands,
each with its unique character and charm. The Rough Guide explores the
lush rainforests, powdery beaches, and lively nightlife of Koh Samui, while
also guiding you through the spiritual retreats and full moon parties of Koh
Phangan. You'll find recommendations for the best places to stay, eat, and
play on both islands, as well as insider tips on how to experience the local
culture and traditions.

Chapter 4: Koh Phi Phi and Krabi

Koh Phi Phi and Krabi are destinations that combine breathtaking scenery
with adrenaline-pumping activities. The Rough Guide takes you on a
journey through the stunning limestone cliffs, turquoise waters, and vibrant
coral reefs of Koh Phi Phi. You'll discover the best spots for snorkeling, rock
climbing, and island hopping, while also providing practical advice on how
to avoid the crowds and find your own slice of paradise.

Chapter 5: The Similan Islands and Surin Islands

The Similan Islands and Surin Islands, located in the Andaman Sea, are
renowned for their pristine beaches, world-class diving, and abundant
marine life. The Rough Guide provides expert advice on how to reach
these remote islands, where to stay, and how to experience the best of
what they have to offer. You'll find recommendations for the best dive sites,



snorkeling spots, and hiking trails, as well as practical information on park
fees and conservation efforts.

The Rough Guide to Thailand's Beaches and Islands is the essential travel
guide for anyone seeking an unforgettable tropical getaway. With its
comprehensive coverage, expert advice, and stunning photography, this
book will help you discover the best beaches, explore hidden coves, and
immerse yourself in the vibrant culture of Thailand's enchanting islands and
coastlines. Whether you're seeking relaxation, adventure, or a unique
cultural experience, The Rough Guide to Thailand's Beaches and Islands
has everything you need to create the perfect journey.
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